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Editorial

Redistricting must get all the attention it deserves in Albany

Redistricting, state budget will need Cuomo's attention

March 13, 2012  

With the state budget due in less than three weeks, this is perhaps the busiest time of year in Albany, second only to the closing days of the legislative session.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo must keep lawmakers from getting sucked into the budget vortex, exclusively. After all, the critically important matter of drawing new congressional and legislative district lines is still undone, and this year’s elections are just months away.

Granted, Cuomo has a huge challenge in trying to get an on-time state budget adopted. And this year may be harder than usual because Cuomo is demanding that major pension reforms be part of the new spending plan. In response, powerful public employee unions are waging war against Cuomo.

Tough times like these underscore why Cuomo was elected in the first place. Voters sent him to Albany to take on longstanding, intractable issues and, to his credit, so far he hasn’t shied away.

As Cuomo pushes forward on the budget and pension reform, he must not lose his resolve to make redistricting fairer in New York. The current process, which favors incumbents, is a big reason why New York has one of the most dysfunctional legislatures in the nation.

Cuomo has signaled a willingness to set aside his threat to veto new district lines not drawn by an independent commission if lawmakers submit acceptable maps, coupled with a constitutional amendment proposal that would change the redistricting process. Not a bad trade-off.

But in judging the acceptability of proposed lines, Cuomo must weigh concerns raised by civil rights groups. They rightly complain that districts being proposed by lawmakers would dilute minority voting rights.

What’s more, the proposed constitutional amendment offered by lawmakers would give the final decision on redistricting to the Legislature. How is that reform?

With so many balls being thrown at him, Cuomo, as politically astute as he is, still must stay alert for the curves.
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